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attempt to reach you. If the squadron goes east, one will keep in touch
and the other go into Nicholas Mole to telegraph me at Key West. If you
arrive off Santiago and a scout meets you, send a vessel to cable at Nicholas
Mole and get information to be left there by scouts as to direction taken by
Spanish in case they have left Santiago de Cuba.

The Yale has been ordered to cruise in Bahama Channel until May
24th. It is thought possible that the Spanish, hearing of your departure
from Cienfuegos, may attempt to go there.

If this word does not reach you before daylight, it is suggested to mask
your real direction as much as possible. Follow the Spanish squadron
whichever direction they take.

W. T. SAMPSON,

Rear Admiral,
Commander-in-Chief United States Naval Force on 'North Atlantic Station.

The COMMODOEE Flying Squadron.

Written in ink on the border is the following:

"Our experience has been that ships can be traced by their smoke from
twenty to thirty miles, and it is suggested in case you leave in the day-
time to stand a good distance to the westward before turning to the
southward."

Coincident with the receipt of these orders on May 23d a British
steamer, Adula, arrived off the port with duly authentic papers from the
United States consul, Dent, from the State Department, authorizing her to
carry out neutrals wishing to leave Cienfuegos. She was carefully searched
for any contraband matter, and finding nothing on board she was per-
mitted to go in. Her captain informed me that a war bulletin, published
at Kingston, announced the arrival of Cervera's fleet at Santiago May 19th,
and that his squadron had sailed on May 20th from Santiago.

It was a curious coincidence that being on the forward bridge of the
Brooklyn on the afternoon about 6 o'clock of May 21st, as we approached
Cienfuegos, and distant perhaps some thirty miles from the harbor, a num-
ber of heavy guns were heard in the direction of the port and fired with
the regularity of a salute. Not knowing the whereabouts of the Spanish
fleet, it was thought that this firing might indicate their arrival at Cien-
fuegos, and this opinion was on May 22d signaled to the squadron for their
information. (See p. 29, Confidential Ex. Doc. C.) This view was the
stronger from the generally accepted theory that this fleet was bound for
Cienfuegos with guns, ammunition, etc., to be run by rail to Havana, as
Cienfuegos was in railroad communication with Havana. This information
of the Adula, directly from Jamaica strengthened my belief of Cervera's
presence in Cienfuegos, and convinced me of the propriety of delay to satisfy
myself, until the evening of the 24th, when it was definitely decided,
through information of Commander McCalla, that the Spanish fleet was not
at Cienfuegos.the westward, some twelve miles or more,le with that fleet, although
